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EEBEFEZR Yves Meyer 3K 2017 £E Abel 3
MERWE: AHS FMEHFE 2017-03-22

EHUEEFK Yves Meyer EITE/INE %L
PR T T TTERIR 2017 4F Abel 2. 7Nk
AT LA T G AL P A5 45Tk

The Abel Prize Laureate 2017

The Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters has decided to award the Abel Prize
for 2017 to Yves Meyer of the €ole normale
supé&ieure Paris-Saclay, France

“for his pivotal role in the development
of the mathematical theory of wavelets.”

B T AT AE L A T IX AN W
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AR bR 3 — AN R 17 5 B ) Sl

HAFITE LA IRE S, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5,
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11, 211, 312, 5/3, 8/5, . . . H s sz #
S EIE =1+ 52=1.61803. X/t
AN, R 0,072,003, ... HFE
B E T BB e M1 = 199.005, FEH 2
i 199, Meyer ) — I LAEHUZHTFAT 12K
FRRTERTE, RIFTE R Pisot 4.

Meyer i&HF 78 id B AR 7

B 5 4T IR 52 31 o5 — M B R, Sk
5 K 2 % MR AR SR N 22 DL CIngrid
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“iZ P J5{E# Daubechies J& /N o e
W EEAIE N —, B AR S
IR T /INEE AT B R R BT, AR/
PR IE L EM . Z B R NG,
a0 [ ) 15— AR 75 B AR B AR /N .
Daubechies /3 TG bHhZHZL 24, TEVF 2 Hh
T UCHIRIERE, AR R AT
TR N BB BOR 2 A BT AR L R0
BRI RAEZ TR, R Oy 28 s
Y. ”

SR, DR gt 4 A Dy B0k B ) 2
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Just a short post to note that Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters has just
announced that the 2017 Abel prize has been
awarded to Yves Meyer, “for his pivotal role
in the development of the mathematical theory
of wavelets”. The actual prize ceremony will
be at Oslo in May.

I am actually in Oslo myself currently,
having just presented Meyer’s work at the
announcement ceremony (and also having
written a brief description of some of his
work). The Abel prize has a somewhat
unintuitive (and occasionally misunderstood)
arrangement in which the presenter of the
work of the prize is selected independently of
the winner of the prize (I think in part so that
the choice of presenter gives no clues as to the

identity of the laureate). In particular, like



[R5 5 2 SR i 1

2017 1L (RS 23 WD

other presenters before me (which in recent
years have included Timothy Gowers, Jordan
Ellenberg, and Alex Bellos), | agreed to
present the laureate’s work before knowing
who the laureate was! But in this case the task
was very easy, because Meyer’s areas of (both
pure and applied) harmonic analysis and PDE
fell rather squarely within my own area of
expertise. (I had previously written about
some other work of Meyer in this blog post.)
Indeed I had learned about Meyer’s wavelet
constructions as a graduate student while
taking a course from Ingrid Daubechies.

Daubechies also made extremely important

contributions to the theory of wavelets, but my
understanding is that due to a conflict of
interest arising from Daubechies’ presidency
of the International Mathematical Union
(which nominates members of the Abel prize
committee) from 2011 to 2014, she was not
eligible for the prize this year, and so | do not
think this should be

construed as a judgement on the relative

prize necessarily
contributions of Meyer and Daubechies to this
field. (In any case | fully agree with the Abel
prize committee’s citation of Meyer’s pivotal
role in the development of the theory of

wavelets.)
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